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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Appln. No: 10/686,863 

Applicant: Michael Chobotov 

Filed: October 16, 2003 

Title: DELIVERY SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR BIFURCATED GRAFT 

TC/A.U.: 3738 

Examiner: Thomas Sweet 
Confirmation No.: 7447 

Docket No.: BSI-538US 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

This is in response to the Restriction Requirement stated in the Office 
Letter dated January 5, 2007. Applicants elect to prosecute Group I, claims 1-14. 

This election is made with traverse. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claims do not require restriction 
as a combination and subcombination. 

As set forth in MPEP §806.05(0), xx [t]o support a requirement for 
restriction between combination and subcombination inventions, both two-way 
distinctness and reasons for insisting on restriction are necessary, i.e., there would 
be a serious search burden if restriction were not required as evidenced by separate 
classification, status, or field of search." It is further explained that u [t]he inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that a combination as claimed: (A) does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability (to show novelty 
and unobviousness), and . . Comparing independent claims 1 and 15, each of the 
structural limitations recited in subcombination claim 1 is also recited in combination 
claim 15. As such, the inventions are not so distinct as to require restriction. 

Additionally, in view of the substantial commonality between the 
claims, there would not be a "serious search burden" if restriction were not required. 
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Appln. No.: 10/686,863 BSI-538US 
Restriction Requirement Dated February 1, 2007 
Reply to Restriction Requirement of January 5, 2007 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the restriction 
requirement and early consideration and allowance of each of the pending claims. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Jc^sti — 

^/<Joshua L Cohen, Reg. No. 38,040 
Glenn M. Massina, Reg. No. 40,081 
Attorneys for Applicants 
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